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July 31: In a press conference, director of the public security academy Mario Bolanos confirmed
that the academy will commence operations on August 31, nearly four months after the date
stipulated in the peace accords. Bolanos added that the budget for start up costs and the first year's
operating expenses at the academy totals US$42 million. Of this amount, authorities are still seeking
commitments from international donors to cover about US$18 million. He added that the academy
will commence operations with 102 professors, 33 of whom are foreign nationals. Bolanos said the
academy will be housed in the installations of San Salvador's Police Instruction Center (Centro
de Instruccion Policial-CETIPOL) and that the first group to receive training will be comprised of
330 cadets. Over 1,000 army troops handicapped as a result of injuries suffered during the civil war
marched through the capital to demand government compliance with commitments to sponsor
programs aimed at facilitating their reincorporation into civilian life. Handicapped troops, totaling
6,281 according to government figures, are demanding indemnization payments, free medical care,
and job placement. During a San Salvador press conference, Farabundo Marti Liberation Front
(FMLN) leaders reiterated that the second contingent of rebel troops scheduled to be demobilized
today would not disarm due to government noncompliance with the peace accords. Under terms of
the June 12 renegotiated compliance timetable, about 1700 FMLN combatants were to demobilize
on July 31. The FMLN insists that the only assistance the 1681 combatants who demobilized on
June 30 have received from the government are their identification papers. FMLN leader Joaquin
Villalobos, who indicated that to date the government has only complied with 46 of 100 points
in the accords, said "we are not going to be naive and simply allow the government to continue
accumulating points of noncompliance...The government wants to [move towards compliance] at the
pace of a pedestrian while the FMLN flies at the speed of an airplane. We're not willing to continue
playing that game." Villalobos said government noncompliance is part of a political strategy which
seeks to weaken and isolate the FMLN. He indicated that "the bottom line of the accords is the
transformation of the country through a process of democratization and social justice. Disarming
the FMLN is only one consequence of that process." Rebel leader Shafick Handal admitted that the
FMLN had also failed to comply with certain provisions of the accords. However, he added, "we
have always insisted that the peace process should be developed on the notion of balanced give and
take, as opposed to unilateral compliance as the government is insisting." FMLN spokesperson Raul
Hercules denounced the assassination of union leader Ivan Ramirez, a member of the executive
committee of the National Federation of Syndicated Workers (FENASTRAS). According to Hercules,
on the evening of July 30, Ramirez was shot to death by unknown assailants in San Salvador. He
added that Ramirez had previously received numerous death threats. Hercules, who attributed the
killing to far right sectors attempting to undermine the peace accords, said the FMLN will present
details of the Ramirez killing to the Truth Commission. The Legislative Assembly approved a
series of temporary legal reforms paving the way for legalization of the FMLN as a political party.
Under terms of the reforms, the FMLN has 100 days to present its request, together with a petition
bearing the signatures of at least 3,000 members, to the Supreme Electoral Tribunal. During the
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same session, the legislature also approved the military service and reserve law. The law calls
for mandatory service of 18 months for all Salvadorans between the ages of 18 and 30. The law
allows the armed forces to establish an unlimited number of recruitment centers throughout the
country. Authorities said police discovered an FMLN weapons cache at a home in San Salvador.
The cache included over 30 rockets and mortars. At the house police detained three persons who
said they were members of the FMLN. Aug. 2: Government spokespersons announced that Jose
Eduardo Pineda, an attorney with the Human Rights Attorney General's Office, was hospitalized
in critical condition, result of bullet wounds he received in an altercation with unknown assailants.
The incident occurred at Pineda's home near San Salvador. The spokespersons said preliminary
investigations indicated that the shooting was a common, not political, crime. Aug. 4: Victor Manuel
Valle, a member of the National Peace Commission (Comision Nacional para la Consolidacion de
la Paz-COPAZ) told reporters that, alongside new problems in compliance with the peace accords,
COPAZ has increasingly been marginalized. Valle indicated that COPAZ is likely to be even further
weakened as the date for 1994 general elections approaches, a situation "which will tend to result in
party interests taking precedence over national interests." Valle indicated that the government is in
part responsible for the difficulties faced by COPAZ because it has failed to provide sufficient funds
or an adequate meeting place for the organization. President Alfredo Cristiani administered the
oath of office to Jose Maria Martinez, director of the new National Civilian Police (Policia Nacional
Civil-PNC). He also administered the oath to members of the new public security academy board of
directors: David Escobar Galindo, Luis Lovo Castelar, Angelica Diaz, Joaquin Samayoa, Cols. Carlos
Infante, Jaime Guzman and Alvaro Rivera and Maj. Roberto Americo Molina. (Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/31/92, 08/01/92, 08/02/92, 08/04/92;
Agence France-Presse, 07/31/92, 08/02/92, 08/04/92)
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